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di Franco Panozzo

VERTAVO QUARTET

S"’Fra d

April 2004

MENDELSSOHN

Quartet in A major
NARGARD

String Quartet no. 8
BRAHMS

String Quartet op. 51 no. 2

At the end of the month Norway's Vertave Quartet, whose
members are in thel mid-30s, proved they don't need he
concasiions allowed 1o young players, This is simply o
high-guality ensernble, age apart, Like the Dorles, they also
played Mendelssahn's A mojor Quaret, to whose opeaning
Adaglo inioduction hey Brought not only an intenaey
imfimate ensemble, but a wondesiul collective loom
The Vertavos play with stands practically touching eoch
other, as If alming for the closest possible ImMerconnaciions
Tha warmmih of thak second movement despenead on ha
reftum of the maln theme - as | indslibly marked by 1he furbulent
ceniral fugala sachion - though the leader, @ywvar Volle, coulkd
have relaxed mone in the hird moverment's song over its

charming plucked occompaniment. The group showed
dedication, technical skill and, obove all, great imaginaton
irv P Nemigind's shilking String Quartel no. 8 Night Descancding
realigng iis strangely baoutiful and disturbing soundworlds
with compeling commitment, But the closing Brahms Qucartot
op. 51 no.2 s whare the Verlavos showad thair masteny, I1's
work which s clearty under thed skin, and they brought ot a
great degree of comifor and o seamiless iange of communal
expression, from boldness and rigour fo fieh vibrancy and
elaslic phrasing. Of course, the chamistry has fo be right ho
achieve playing lke this, but the Yertavos have ako baan
putting In the hours - they've alrsady baen playing rogalher
for 20 years, A
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